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a speech in which the < audacity and presumption' of certain
members was severely blamed.   The conduct of the govern-
ment in this session, and in that of 1572 (p. 120, and above,
p. Ixvi), led Peter Wentworth to make a formal remonstrance
in the Parliament of 1576 (p. 120), but all lie gained by hia
courageous protest was a month's imprisonment in the Tower
by order of the House itself.    It was by the queen's inter-
vention that he was at length released.    Sir W. Mildmay,
speaking on this occasion (p. 122), made a distinction between
liberty and licence, which obviously left it in the discretion
of the government to draw the line where it pleased.   In
1587 "Wentworth  returned  to  the  charge,  and  drew up
a series of questions (p. 123) intended to clear the way for
the discussion of certain proposals made by Mr Cope, touching
alterations in the Prayer-Book.    It is hardly necessary to
say that these questions were not put to the House.    The
revised book and the bill intended to secure its adoption
were sent for by the qxieen, and Copo and his supporters,
after an interview with tbe Privy Council, were committed
to the Tower.    The same policy was pursued in 1593, when
Wentworth and three other members were imprisoned for
approaching the House of Lords with a view to a joint
petition for the settlement of the succession, while Mr Morrice
was secluded for presenting a bill for the reformation of the
church-courts1.     These  despotic  proceedings   showed the
determination of the government to maintain the limita-
tions set by the Lord Keeper in his speech at the opening
of Parliament (p. 124).    The petition for judgement against
Mary Queen of Scots, which was presented in 1586 (p. 109),
with the passages that followed, form no real departure from
the rule, for it is'* clear that at this time Elizabeth was not
unwilling to undergo the pressure which she resented in
1572, while her curt and imperious answer (p. in) proves
her resolution, in spite of this partial concession, to keep
the final decision in her own hands.
' These   repeated   repressions   of   parliamentary  activity

1 D'Ewes* Journals, pp. 470, 478, 497,